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Introduction

We are very aware of the imbalance in the availability of special classes for children with
Down syndrome at both Primary and Post Primary level and have compiled an overview of
current class availability nationally based on numbers obtained from the NCSE on October
13t 2025. You can access this report under ‘General Education’ here
https://downsyndrome.ie/resources/

We continue to lobby the Minister, the Department of Education and the National Council
for Special Education (NCSE) on this issue.

A new Circular in relation to Special Class provision going forward ( 2026-2027) has been
published and can be accessed here for your information
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/circulars/approach-and-key-measures-
to-support-the-forward-planning-for-special-education-provision-for-the-20262027-
school-year-and-beyond/

Before meeting again with the Minister and Department officials, we needed statistics to
ascertain the actual level of interest and demand there is nationally in the establishment of
special classes in Primary and Post Primary schools for our members. A survey was issued to
1236 members on October 21st, 2025 and the findings of that survey are outlined in this
Report.
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Summary

A survey was issued to 1236 members on October 21st, 2025 and the findings of that survey
are outlined in this Report. The total response rate was 267 which represented 22% of the
total respondents invited to participate. 25 of the 26 counties were represented in the
survey. The response rate varied from question to question, with respondents choosing not
to answer some questions.

Points to Note from the Survey
e 37 respondents indicated that they applied for special class provision through the
NCSE portal for the 2025 -2026 school year. This is a very low number, especially
given the level of communication we receive from members who would like to have
a special class option for their son / daughter.

e 22 respondents indicated that they has been allocated a special class place for their
son or daughter for the 2025-2026 school year

e The reasons given by respondents (157 responses) as to why they had not applied

for a special class provision included:

o Respondents knew nothing about this
It is concerning to note that some respondents did not know about the application
process for special classes through the NCSE portal, given that two information
webinars were provided for members of DSI by the NCSE on this topic- one on
January 8%, 2025; and a second webinar more recently on September 16, 2025.
Both webinars were advertised in the DSI fortnightly Digest, on our social media
channels and on the DSI website

o Child has a Dual Diagnosis
Children with a dual diagnosis of Down syndrome and Autism are usually enrolled in
Autism classes. As we are very aware of the large numbers of Autism classes
nationally, these figures were not requested in the survey, which has tried to
establish the demand for the special class settings as listed in the county tables in
Section One..

o Parents applied directly to the school
Going forward, parents must apply for special class placements through the NCSE
portal and not directly with a school.

50 respondents indicated that they applied for special class provision through the NCSE
portal for the 2026-2027 school year. This again is a very low number and it
highlights/brings into question the actual level of interest nationally among members for
special classes to be available for their son or daughter.



Section One:

Classes by Type Nationally - Primary School (October 13t 2025)

Class Type Number of Change
Classes from April
October 2025 | 2025
Autism / Autistic Spectrum 2279 2271 (+8)
ASD Early Intervention 158 159 (-1)
Mild General Learning Disability 35 36 (-1)
Moderate General Learning Disability 30 30 (N/C)
Severe / Profound General Learning Disability 8 9(-1)
Specific Speech & Language 64 64 (N/C)
Hearing Impairment 15 15 (N/C)
Early Intervention Hearing Impairment 1 1 (N/C)
Visual Impairment 0 0(N/C)
Multiple Disabilities 20 20 (N/C)
Specific Learning Disability 14 14 (N/C)
Emotional & Behavioural 0 0(N/C)
Emotional Disturbance 5 5(N/C)
Other 0 0(N/C)
Total Number of Special Classes — Primary 2629 2624
October 2025 (+5)

Classes by Type Nationally-Post Primary School (October 13t 2025)

Class Type Number of Change
Classes from
October 2025 April
2025
Autism / Autistic Spectrum 1015 1012 (+3)
ASD Early Intervention 0 0(N/C)
Mild General Learning Disability 14 14 (N/C)
Moderate General Learning Disability 54 55 (-1)
Severe / Profound General Learning Disability 1 1(N/C)
Specific Speech & Language 0 0(N/C)
Hearing Impairment 9 9 (N/C)
Early Intervention Hearing Impairment 0 0(N/C)
Visual Impairment 2 2 (N/Q)
Multiple Disabilities 13 13 (N/C)
Specific Learning Disability 0 0(N/C)
Emotional & Behavioural 0 0(N/C)
Emotional Disturbance 3 3 (N/Q)
Other 1 1(N/C)
Total Number of Special Classes — Post Primary 1112 1110
October 2025 (+2)




Overview of Class Types Available as per NCSE on October 13t 2025

e Autism / Autistic Spectrum

e ASD Early Intervention

e Mild General Learning Disability

e Moderate General Learning Disability
e Severe / Profound General Learning Disability
e Specific Speech & Language

e Hearing Impairment

e Early Intervention Hearing Impairment
e Visual Impairment

e Multiple Disabilities

e Specific Learning Disability

e Emotional & Behavioural

e Emotional Disturbance

e Other

The special classes suitable for children and students with Down syndrome (as highlighted in
the tables above) are:

e Mild General Learning Disability

e Moderate General Learning Disability

e Severe / Profound General Learning Disability

e Specific Speech & Language

e Multiple Disabilities

Looking at the numbers of these class types against the overall breakdown of classes (as per
NCSE numbers) for October 2025, the marked imbalance in the numbers of Autism/ASD
classes is clearly evident.

At Primary level, from a total of 2629 Special Classes, only 157 Classes (6%) are suitable for
Children with Down syndrome.

At Post Primary level, from a total of 1112 Special Classes, only 82 Classes (7%) are suitable
for Children with Down syndrome.



Section Two:

Quantitative Member’s Responses — Survey October 2025

Total Number of Responses Received:
267
This represents 22% of the total members invited to participate

Q1: Responses by County Breakdown:
Responses Received: 263

County Number of | % of Total
Responses | Responses

Carlow 6 2.28%
Cavan 2 0.76%
Clare 5 1.90%
Cork 48 18.25%
Donegal 11 4.18%
Dublin 51 19.39%
Galway 18 6.84%
Kerry 7 2.66%
Kildare 19 7.22%
Kilkenny 5 1.90%
Laois 3 1.14%
Leitrim 2 0.76%
Limerick 8 3.04%
Longford 0 0.00%
Louth 3 1.14%
Mayo 14 5.32%
Meath 12 4.56%
Monaghan 2 0.76%
Offaly 6 2.28%
Roscommon 2 0.76%
Sligo 4 1.52%
Tipperary 7 2.66%
Waterford 10 3.80%
Westmeath 4 1.52%
Wexford 7 2.66%
Wicklow 7 2.66%
Total 263




Q2: Responses - Ages of Children:
Responses Received: 264

Age Number of | % of Total

Responses | Responses
4 30 11.36%
5 18 6.82%
6 25 9.47%
7 21 7.95%
8 15 5.68%
9 26 9.85%
10 22 8.33%
11 23 8.71%
12 17 6.44%
13 17 6.44%
14 13 4.92%
15 7 2.65%
16 14 5.30%
17 10 3.79%
18 6 2.27%

Total 264

Q3: Responses - Urban or Rural Location:

Responses Received: 265

Number of | % of Total
Responses | Responses
Urban 135 50.94%
Rural 130 49.06%
Total 265

Q4: Responses - Current Educational Settings:

Responses Received: 265

Current Setting Number of % of Total

Responses Responses
Pre-School 35 13.21%
Primary School 168 63.40%
Post-Primary School 62 23.40%
Total: 265




Q5: Responses — Application for Special Class 2025-2026 on NCSE Portal
Responses Received: 266

Application Submitted for Special Class 2025-2026 Number of % of Total

Responses Responses
Yes - Special Class at Primary School 25 9.40%
Yes - Special Class at Post Primary School 12 4.51%
No-I did not apply for a special class place for 2025-2026 229 86.09%
Total: 266

Application Submitted for Special Class 2025-2026 on NCSE Portal by County
Responses Received: Primary 25 Post Primary 12
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Q6: Responses — Outcome of Application for Special Class 2025-2026

Responses Received: 175

Total:

Application Outcome Special Class 2025-2026 Number of % of Total
Responses Responses
Yes- my child was offered a special class place 22 12.57%
No — my child was not offered a special class place 10 5.71%
Not Applicable - | did not apply for a special class place 143 81.71%
175

Q7: Responses — Reasons Given for Denial of a Special Class place 2025-2026

Responses Received: 157

Total:

Reasons for Denial of a Special Class place Number of % of Total
Responses Responses
No appropriate special classes in local schools 47 29.94%
Special classes were full 4 2.55%
My child didn't meet the criteria for existing class or classes 15 9.55%
There were not enough students to warrant the 7 4.46%
establishment of a new special class
Other 84 53.5%
157




Q8: Responses: Application for Special Class 2026-2027 on NCSE Portal

Responses Received: 256

Application Submitted for Number of % of Total

Responses Responses
Yes - Special Class at Primary School 35 13.67%
Yes - Special Class at Post Primary School 15 5.86%
No-I did not apply for a special class place for 2025-2026 206 80.47%
Total: 256

Application Submitted for Special Class 2026-2027 on NCSE Portal by County

Responses Received: Primary 35 Post Prim

ary 15
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Q9: Responses — Member’s opinions on Class best suited to their Child

Responses Received: 258

Class Settings best suited to their Child Number of % of Total

Responses Responses
Mild General Learning Disability Class 96 37.21%
Moderate General Learning Disability Class 64 24.81%
Severe / Profound General Learning Disability Class 1 0.39%
Specific Speech & Language Disorder Class 7 2.71%
Multiple Disabilities Class 4 1.55%
Mainstream class with Support 62 24.03%
Mainstream Class 0 0.00%
Not sure 24 9.30%
Total: 258
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Section Three:

Thematic Analysis of Qualitative Member’s Responses — Survey October 2025

Part One:
Q 7: Responses (Other)
Responses Received: 84

In addition to Question 7 having a list of the possible reasons given for the refusal of an
application for a special class, respondents were able to select the ‘other’ option for their
response to this question. In addition, many of these responses highlighted the reason why
the parents had not applied for a special class for the 2025-2026 school year.

A total of 84 respondents selected the ‘other’ option, and it was possible to identify a number
of recurring themes from the responses Themes are outlined below in order from most to
least responses per theme. A selection of comments from respondents is included for each
theme. Some comments have been edited slightly to preserve the anonymity and
confidentiality of respondents.

Themes:

Theme No. 1: Child Attending a Special School
Number of Responses Examples of Respondents Comments
24 e Child just moved from mainstream to special school

in September

e Daughter in a special school as there was only an
autism class in our local primary school which she
couldn’t attend...

e Was unsure whether to keep her in mainstream
with SNA, now know it’s better for her to attend
special needs school

Theme No. 2: Child Attending Mainstream School
Number of Responses Examples of Respondents Comments
17 e School have put measures in place to allow her

attend a mainstream class while providing
actionable one on one SET classes for areas she’s
struggling in and needs to build on

e | feel my child is currently being well supported and
included in his school




Theme No. 3: Child Already Attending Special Class

Number of Responses Examples of Respondents Comments

7 e My child had to move from his mainstream school
to another school that had a special class. His
original school has hoped to have a class this year,
but promises to the school were not kept. As a
result he had to leave all his friends behind as he
could not function without suitable support

e My child is already in a special class in mainstream
school

Theme No. 4: Child is Not Yet Eligible

Number of Responses Examples of Respondents Comments

7 e Child only in 4th class so we won’t be applying until
he’s in 6th class
e Applying for an exemption for preschool

Theme No. 5 : Respondents Know Nothing About This

Number of Responses Examples of Respondents Comments

7 e Not aware it was the parents role
e | did not know you could apply for a special class
through the NCSE portal

Theme No. 6: Respondents Too Late to Apply

Number of Responses Examples of Respondents Comments

6 e Cognitive assessment was not completed in time
for NCSE application

e New NCSE requirement and introduction at short
notice of new “Letter of Eligibility” to be granted by
NCSE with an application deadline of 1st Oct’25
which were be accompanied with appropriately
worded Assessment Reports in order for parents to
even be permitted to apply for Special School
places or Special Classes for their children (if any
exist for Mild GLD!) Most special classes are
dedicated solely to ASD\Autism units!) - another
block in the system in fighting for what our children
need in terms of appropriate support and access to
education. Not to mention the fact that Ed Psychs
are NOT taking on any new clients and those that
have accepted clients are already waitlisted for
+1year at least




Theme No. 7: No Special Class Available

Number of Responses

Examples of Respondents Comments

3

My child has DS but he is not autistic
None in my local schools

Theme No. 8: Child has a Dual Diagnosis

Number of Responses

Examples of Respondents Comments

2

My son has a dual diagnosis of Down syndrome and
autism. We are currently in an autism class in mainstream
school. We are currently looking at special schools for him
but there is currently no special schools in my area.

Child has dual diagnosis ... autism as well as DS. We sent
him to a special school for autistic children. Unfortunately
we are very lucky he has Autism ... otherwise | don’t know
where we would have sent him.

Theme No. 9: NCSE Only Interested in Autism Classes

Number of Responses

Examples of Respondents Comments

2

The NCSE only have an appetite to open autism
classes. | really recently spoke to a SENO in the
Limerick area who said they won't open a mild GLD
classes in a mainstream. This leaves no option for
our children other than mainstream

School denied special class development given
permission for an autism unit only

Theme No. 10: Waiting on a Place in a Special School

Number of Responses

Example of Respondents Comments

1

| want my child to attend a special needs school
and there are only 3 places available in the school
and they are inundated with applications for next
year

Theme No. 11: Child is Home Schooled

Number of Responses

Example of Respondents Comments

1

Home schooled




Theme No. 12: Parents Applying Directly to the School

Number of Responses Example of Respondents Comments

1 e | applied myself, don't know if have a place but
advised also the letter of referral is only for children
with autism???

Theme No. 13:**** No Specific Themes Identified****

Number of Responses Examples of Respondents Comments

6 We applied this year

Not looking for special class
Have not heard back yet
My child had a shared SNA
N/A

| did not apply

Additional Notes on Responses to Question 7 (Other)

> Theme No.5: Respondents Know Nothing About This

It is concerning to note that some respondents did not know about the application process
for special classes through the NCSE portal, given that two information webinars were
provided for members of DSI by the NCSE on this topic- one on January 8%, 2025; and a
second webinar more recently on September 16, 2025. Both webinars were advertised in
the DSI fortnightly Digest, on our social media channels and on the DSI website

> Theme No. 8: Child has a Dual Diagnosis

Children with a dual diagnosis of Down syndrome and Autism are usually enrolled in Autism
classes. As we are very aware of the large numbers of Autism classes nationally, these
figures were not requested in the survey, which has tried to establish the demand for the
special class settings as listed in the county tables in Section One..

» Theme No. 12: Parents Applying Directly to the School

Going forward, parents must apply for special class placements through the NCSE portal and
not directly with a school.



Thematic Analysis of Qualitative Member’s Responses — Survey October 2025

Part Two:

Q10 Have you any other comments on special class provision?
Responses received: 171

A total of 171 respondents answered this question and it was possible to identify a large
number of recurring themes from the responses. Themes are outlined below in order from
most to least responses per theme. Many responses were relevant to more than one theme.

School Placement Challenges 33
Mainstream School Support Limitations 27
Educational Support Gaps 25
Integrated Learning Support 21
Mild and Moderate Class Availability 12
Educational Discrimination and Segregation 12
Educational Information Access 10
Diverse Learning Needs 10
Diagnostic Assessment Limitations 10

. Disability-Specific Class Options 9

. Learning Disability Class Availability 8

. Geographic Educational Barriers 8

. Local Special Class Availability 7

. Special School Capacity Shortages 6

. School Transition Strategies 6

. Special Class Establishment Challenges 6

. Special School Placement 6

. Special School Support and Value 6

. Secondary School Placement 5

. Classroom Capacity Limitations 5

. Local School Preference 5

. Diagnostic Placement Restrictions 4

. Diagnostic Support Inequity 4

. Learning Disability Accommodations 4

. Autism-Focused Education 4

. Special Class Academic Progress 3

. Special Class Availability Changes 2

. Special Class Misunderstanding 2

. Secondary School Support Limitations 2
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Section Four
Comparison of Findings

Viewing ideal special class provision from member’s perspectives against the
current available special class provision appropriate for in each county

Responses Received: 258
Responses Considered: 162 (Some respondents selected more than one class type)

Note:
This survey set out specifically to review the numbers of special classes appropriate for
children with Down syndrome:

e Mild General Learning Disability

e Moderate General Learning Disability

e Severe / Profound General Learning Disability

e Specific Speech & Language

e Multiple Disabilities

For this reason, responses selecting either Mainstream Class, Mainstream Class with
Support or ‘not sure’ in response to Question 9 will not be included in the comparison of
findings per county below.

Carlow
Primary Stage Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current

Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision

Number of (October Number of | (October

Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Moderate GLD Class 5 1 6 1
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 0 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 0 0 0

Cavan
Primary Stage Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current

Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision

Number of (October Number of | (October

Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 0 2 0 0
Moderate GLD Class 0 1 1 2
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 2 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 0 0 0




Clare

Primary Stage

Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current
Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision
Number of (October Number of | (October
Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 2 0 4 2
Moderate GLD Class 0 0 1 0
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 2 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 2 0 0

Cork
Primary Stage Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current

Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision

Number of (October Number of | (October

Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 8 1 15 2
Moderate GLD Class 14 8 17 8
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 1 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 1 8 1 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 1 6 1 6

Donegal
Primary Stage Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current

Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision

Number of (October Number of | (October

Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 1 0 3 0
Moderate GLD Class 1 1 2 3
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 2 0 1
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 4 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 3 0 4




Dublin

Primary Stage

Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current
Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision
Number of (October Number of | (October
Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 14 9 20 0
Moderate GLD Class 5 3 9 6
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 11 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 1 0 1 0

Galway
Primary Stage Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current

Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision

Number of (October Number of | (October

Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 3 2 5 0
Moderate GLD Class 2 4 3 9
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 1 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 4 4 4 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 0 0 0

Kerry
Primary Stage Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current

Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision

Number of (October Number of | (October

Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 0 2 1 0
Moderate GLD Class 0 3 1 1
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 0 1 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 2 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 4 0 1




Kildare

Primary Stage

Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current
Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision
Number of (October Number of | (October
Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 6 1 9 0
Moderate GLD Class 2 2 2 2
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 2 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 0 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 0 0 0

Kilkenny
Primary Stage Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current

Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision

Number of (October Number of | (October

Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 1 0 2 0
Moderate GLD Class 2 1 3 3
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 3 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 0 0 0

Laois
Primary Stage Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current

Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision

Number of (October Number of | (October

Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Moderate GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 1 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 0 0 0




Leitrim

Primary Stage

Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current
Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision
Number of (October Number of | (October
Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 1 0 1 0
Moderate GLD Class 0 0 0 3
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 0 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 0 1 0

Limerick
Primary Stage Post Primary Stage
Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current
Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision
Number of (October Number of | (October
Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 1 2 3 1
Moderate GLD Class 1 1 2 0
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 4 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 0 1 0

Longford
Primary Stage Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current

Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision

Number of (October Number of | (October

Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 0 0 0 1
Moderate GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 0 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 0 0 0




Louth

Primary Stage

Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current
Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision
Number of (October Number of | (October
Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 1 0 3 0
Moderate GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 1 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 2 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 1 0 0

Mayo
Primary Stage Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current

Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision

Number of (October Number of | (October

Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 2 0 5 0
Moderate GLD Class 0 1 2 3
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 2 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 4 0 0

Meath
Primary Stage Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current

Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision

Number of (October Number of | (October

Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 2 1 3 0
Moderate GLD Class 3 1 7 2
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 1 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 3 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 0 0 0




Monaghan

Primary Stage

Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current
Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision
Number of (October Number of | (October
Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 1 3 1 2
Moderate GLD Class 0 1 0 1
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 2 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 0 0 0

Offaly
Primary Stage Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current

Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision

Number of (October Number of | (October

Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 2 4 3 3
Moderate GLD Class 0 2 0 4
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 1 1 1 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 0 0 0

Roscommon
Primary Stage Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current

Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision

Number of (October Number of | (October

Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 1 0 1 0
Moderate GLD Class 0 0 0 2
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 1 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 0 0 2




Sligo

Primary Stage

Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current
Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision
Number of (October Number of | (October
Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 0 1 0 0
Moderate GLD Class 1 0 2 3
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 2 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 0 0 0

Tipperary
Primary Stage Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current

Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision

Number of (October Number of | (October

Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 2 0 4 1
Moderate GLD Class 0 0 1 1
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 3 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 0 0 0

Waterford
Primary Stage Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current

Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision

Number of (October Number of | (October

Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 4 0 5 0
Moderate GLD Class 2 0 2 0
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 2 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 0 0 0




Westmeath

Primary Stage

Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current
Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision
Number of (October Number of | (October
Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 0 2 0 0
Moderate GLD Class 1 0 2 0
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 1 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 0 0 0

Wexford
Primary Stage Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current

Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision

Number of (October Number of | (October

Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 2 2 3 0
Moderate GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 0 3 0 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 0 0 0

Wicklow
Primary Stage Post Primary Stage

Class Type Ideal Class Current Ideal Class Current

Provision by Provision | Provision by | Provision

Number of (October Number of | (October

Respondents 2025) Respondents | 2025)
Mild GLD Class 1 3 2 2
Moderate GLD Class 0 0 1 0
Severe / Profound GLD Class 0 0 0 0
Specific S & L Disorder Class 1 1 1 0
Multiple Disabilities Class 0 0 0 0




Conclusion

It is clear from the information provided by some members in this survey that there is a
need for the establishment of special classes nationally, with the results from the survey
highlighting how few counties there are where the provision of special classes meets or
exceeds the identified needs of children and students with Down syndrome.

The lack of availability nationally of special classes for some children with Down syndrome at
both Primary and Post Primary level has been highlighted in this survey, and we are very
grateful to our members who completed our survey and provided us with this valuable
information. This report will be vitally important as we continue to advocate for our members
with the Minsters for Education & Special Education. In addition, we will continue or
engagement with officials from the Department of Education and the National Council for
Special Education.

Fidelma Brady
October 2025
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